consequence.

It is its

In Greek mythology, Erebus is not a
together with Nyx, the Night,
Erebus is not hell but a state pr

Orpheus’s Song

Orpheus’s song moves us because within it, everyone
recognises their own love and pain.

In ancient myth, Orpheus was not just an extraordinary
singer - his music possessed an almost sup.ernatlural ]
power. It conveyed truth, longing, and suffering with suc
intensity that no one could resist it. Orpheus thus. became
the very symbol of art's power: the idea that music and
poetry can move what neither sword nor sheer for(‘:e can.
His grief over the loss of Eurydice was sO devastating that
his singing even softened beings that had never before
known compassion. The trees listened, the stones wept,
and for a moment, death itself forgot to be cruel.

Christoph Willibald Gluck:
Orfeo ed Euridice (1762)

The production is based on the 1762 Vienna version of Orfeo ed
Euridice, Christoph Willibald Gluck’s most famous work and a key
milestone in 18th-century operatic reform. Gluck sought a simpler
and more truthful form of musical storytelling, one in which
emotional expression and dramatic integrity took precedence over
virtuosic display.

The opera premiered at Vienna's Burgtheater and profoundly
influenced the development of the genre by reducing the elaborate
ornamentation of opera seria and focusing instead on psychological
depth and narrative clarity.

The role of Orpheus was originally written for a castrato and today is
most frequently performed by a mezzo-soprano. The story of
Orpheus descending into the underworld in search of Eurydice has
inspired countless musical settings, yet Gluck's version remains
among the most influential and deeply moving.

TVURCI TYM:
Music: Christoph Willibald Gluck and Jakub Kudlaé
Original libretto: Ranieri de’ Calzabigi

Czech translation of the libretto: Jan ToSovsky

This production is based on the Vienna version of
Orfeo ed Euridice (1762).

Director: Jan Fri¢

Cast:

Orpheus - Jana Vondrii
Eurydice - Katefina Skarova
Amor - Michal Noga

Within the story of Orpheus, Erebus symbol

Chorus - members of Studio SEN Marta Gvoligova,
Jarmila Ketmanova, Drahomira Kralickova,
Olga Kvapilova, Sona Lanska

Set Design and Dramaturgy: Jana Hauskrechtova
Musical Collaboration: Michael Dvorak

Sound Mix: David Herzig

Video design: Lukas Prokop

Lighting and Sound Design: Milo$ Slechan, Jifi Houser
Set Construction: Jana Hauskrechtova, Jifi Houser,

Divadlo‘
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Euryd‘(}e

Erebus - Primordial Darkness

a“d

( .place but a primordial darkness. Born from Chaos
it existed before the emergence of light, order and life.

eceding the world itself: a formless r i
. ‘ : : ealm beyond time
and boundaries. Philosophically, it can be understood as non-being or the

unknowable; in Jungian terms it evokes the depths of the unconscious

izes the place where certainty and hope

com —
e to an end—and where one dares to descend solely in the name of love

In the region
of praise alone

Nech vitazi laska
a svet, ¢o sa pysi
slazi tej risi,
kde krasa je kral.

may Lament

Let love triumph,
and all the world serve
the empire of beauty

RAINER MARIA RILKE:
SONNETS TO ORPHEUS (1923).
TRANSLATED BY A. S. KLINE:
POETRY IN TRANSLATION, (2023).

Folk Culture

The Czech lands are defined by an exceptionally
strong tradition of folk music and amateur
theatre. This musical heritage is perfectly

captured by Jakub Jan Ryba’s Czech Christmas
Mass - a work kept alive for generations, not
just by professional ensembles, but by
churches, schools, and local societies. Amateur
theatre thrives with exactly the same vitality
found in Ryba's Mass, serving as another
defining feature of Czech cultural identity.
Ultimately, both represent a culture shared by
the community, passed down through the years
to remain a natural part of everyday life.

RANIERI DE' CALZABIGI,
ORFEO ED EURIDICE, VIENNA
VERSION, ACT Ill, SCENE 3,1762.

SLOVAK VERSE ADAPTATION
BY JAN TOSOVSKY.
ENGLISH TEXT IS ASSOCIATED WITH
THE PRODUCTION OF
ORFEO ED EURIDICE
BY IRISH NATIONAL OPERA
IN ASSOCIATION WITH GALWAY
INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL.

Production: Petra Pankova, Zuzana Purova
Photography: Lubos Kotlar
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